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ed her husband to allow her to pose for a French
painter in Yokohama in the early days of Meiji.
Later she moved to Tokyo and opened a tea house
in Ueno Park. At that time Mr. Kakuzo Oka-
kura, former president of the Imperial Art Aca-
demy, lived next door and used to discuss with
her his needs for models at the newly established
Imperial Art Academy. That was in 1890. So
Kikuko was paid sis yen a month to procure
models for the needy students. Now there are
180 models on the official register. In summer,
this number expands to about 200 because it is
warmer and the girls don't mind taking their
clothes off so much. It seems the big problem
now is to get men models. About twenty years
ago there were always twenty or thirty available
but now they are scarce and painters usually pre-
fer to use women models.
"It's a lot easier to do a female than a male
nude because a real knowledge of anatomy is
needed when it comes to the muscular male form,
The female body is preferred by Japanese because
it is easier to draw and appeals to the intuitive
Japanese sense of line/* explained Mr. Hiraoka,
A professional model in Japan gets about
one yen and. twenty sen for three hours of posing.
The requirements are in foreign taste for the girls-